ORDINANCE NO. 11761
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II, CHAPTER 25 BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 25-74 REGULATING CROWDS ON BUSINESS LOTS BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND 5:00 A.M.

WHEREAS, Section 2.7 of the City Charter provides: 
Sec. 2.7.
Declaration of nuisances; abatement of same.

The City of Chattanooga shall have power to make regulations to secure the general health and safety of the inhabitants, and to prevent and remove nuisances.  In order to accomplish these objects, the city council may declare, by ordinance, what constitutes nuisances, and provide for the abatement of the same, and make or cause to be made all repairs and improvements necessary for the health, safety and convenience of the inhabitants; and all expenses or outlay of said city shall be reimbursed by the owner or owners, and shall be secured by a lien upon the property upon which the expenditure is made, which lien shall be superior to any other contractual lien and may be enforced by suit in the chancery court.  (Priv. Acts 1937, Ch. 830, § 2)  (Paragraph 4 of the Amended Plan appended to the Agreed Order, dated 1-18-90, in the case of Brown v. Board of Commissioners, U.S.D.C., No. CIV-1-87-388).

and


WHEREAS, there has developed a problem in certain areas of the City whereby large assemblages of people are gathering on business lots in the early morning hours to the disturbance of nearby residents, causing said residents loss of sleep, due to excessive noise and/or lights from headlights; and

WHEREAS, some of such business owners have been unresponsive to addressing the problems emanating from their property;

NOW, THEREFORE,


SECTION 1.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That the Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 25 be amended by adding a new section 25-74 to provide as follows:

25-74.  Regulation of Crowds and noise on business lots.
(a)
It be and is hereby declared to be a nuisance, punishable by a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) for an owner of commercial property to permit said property to be used in such a way that it is permitted that more than thirty (30) people are gathered on said property outside of any building between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. within two hundred feet (200’) of any residence if no owner, employer, or representative of the owner is present to control the adverse effects of the gathering.
(b)
It shall be illegal to be a member of a crowd of thirty (30) or more people on an unsupervised business property located within two hundred feet (200’) of a residence during the hours of 12:00 a.m. to 5:00 am.
(c)
It shall be a complete defense for a business owner that the property is posted with “no loitering” and “no cruising” signs.

SECTION 2.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect two (2) weeks from and after its passage.

PASSED on Second and Final Reading

                 October 25                   , 2005
S/________________________________________
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